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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION

This Addendum, checklist, and attached supporting technical reports and other documents have
been prepared to determine whether and to what extent the Santa Nella Community Specific Plan
(SNCSP) Final Recirculated Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (“SNCSP Final EIR”; State
Clearinghouse No. 2004012097), remains sufficient to address the potential impacts of the proposed
Water Master Plan (WMP) and proposed Sewer Master Plan (SMP) (“proposed project” or “Master
Plans™) proposed to be adopted by the Santa Nella County Water District (District), or whether
additional documentation is required under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public
Resources Code [PRC], § 21000, et seq.) and the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of
Regulations [CCR] § 15000, et seq.).

1.1 - Initial Study/Environmental Checklist

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21166, and CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 and 15164,
subd. (a), this Addendum, checklist, and attached supporting documentation have been prepared to
evaluate the proposed project and compare it to the SNCSP Final EIR findings to determine whether
any additional environmental review under CEQA is triggered. This Addendum, checklist, and
attached supporting documentation use the standard environmental checklist categories provided in
Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, but provides answer columns for evaluation consistent with the
considerations listed under CEQA Guidelines Section 15162, subd. (a).

1.2 - Environmental Analysis and Conclusions

CEQA Guidelines Section 15164, subd. (a) provides that the lead agency or a responsible agency shall
prepare an addendum to a previously certified EIR or Negative Declaration (ND) if some changes or
additions are necessary but none of the conditions described in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162
calling for preparation of a subsequent or supplemental EIR or ND have occurred (CEQA Guidelines, §
15164, subd. (a)).

An addendum need not be circulated for public review but can be included in or attached to a final EIR
or ND (CEQA Guidelines § 15164, subd. (c)). The decision-making body shall consider the addendum
with the final EIR prior to making a decision on the project (CEQA Guidelines § 15164, subd. (d)). An
agency must also include a brief explanation of the decision not to prepare a subsequent or
supplemental EIR or ND pursuant to Section 15162 (CEQA Guidelines 8 15164, subd. (e)).

Consequently, once a final EIR or ND has been certified for a project, no subsequent or supplemental
EIR or ND is required under CEQA unless, based on substantial evidence:

1) Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the
previous EIR or ND . . . due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; *

! CEQA Guidelines Section 15382 defines “significant effect on the environment” as “ . . . a substantial, or potentially substantial

FirstCarbon Solutions 1
Y:\Publications\Client (PN-JN)\5014\50140001\Addendum\50140001 Santa Nella Draft Addendum.docx



Santa Nella County Water District
Addendum to the Santa Nella Community Specific Plan
Introduction Final Recirculated Program EIR

2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is
undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous EIR or ND . . . due to the
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the
severity of previously identified significant effects; or

3) New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified
as complete or the ND was adopted. . . shows any of the following:

a. The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous EIR or
ND;

b. Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown in
the previous EIR or ND;

c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be
feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project,
but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or

d. Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those
analyzed in the previous EIR or ND would substantially reduce one or more significant
effects on the environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation
measure or alternative (CEQA Guidelines, § 15162, subd. (a); see also PRC § 21166).

This Addendum analyzes the proposed project in the context of the SNCSP Final EIR as required by
CEQA. This Addendum, checklist, and attached supporting documentation constitutes substantial
evidence supporting the conclusion that preparation of a supplemental or subsequent EIR is not
required prior to approval of the proposed project and related approvals by the District, and
provides the required documentation under CEQA.

This Addendum addresses the conclusions of the SNCSP Final EIR utilizing the criteria set forth in
CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a).

1.2.1 - Findings

The impacts of the proposed project remain consistent with the impacts previously analyzed in the
SNCSP Final EIR, and would not result in any new significant impacts or an increase in the severity in
previously identified significant impacts (CEQA Guidelines § 15164).

1.2.2 - Conclusions

The District may approve the proposed project based on this Addendum. The impacts of the proposed
project remain within the impacts previously analyzed in the SNCSP Final EIR (CEQA Guidelines §
15164) and none of the conditions set forth in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a) has occurred.

adverse change in any of the physical conditions within the area affected by the project, including land, air, water, minerals, flora,
fauna, ambient noise, and objects of historic or aesthetic significance . . .” (see also Public Resources Code, Section 21068).

2 FirstCarbon Solutions
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1.3 - Mitigation Monitoring Program

As required by Public Resources Code Section 21081.6, subd. (a)(1), a Mitigation, Monitoring and
Reporting Program (MMRP) was prepared for the SNCSP Final EIR in order to monitor the
implementation of the mitigation measures that were adopted for that project. Any long-term
monitoring of mitigation measures imposed on the proposed project will be implemented by the
District, as needed. Mitigation measures from the SNCSP EIR that remain applicable are listed
throughout this document, and will be compiled into a new MMRP for use by the District.

FirstCarbon Solutions 3
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SECTION 2: PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This section provides a description of the proposed project, including details of the location, setting,
background, and principal project characteristics.

In general, the proposed project is designed to ensure that adequate capacity exists to meet the
water and wastewater demand associated with build out of the SNCSP. The SNCSP, as approved in
2004, envisioned the development of up to 6,483 dwelling units and over 5.5 million square feet of
commercial and industrial uses across a 2,560-acre planning area. The SNCSP Final EIR included a
proposed network for the sewer system and a proposed treatment and disposal plan for
wastewater. The SNCSP Final EIR also reiterated the 2000 Community Specific Plan (2000 CSP) Goal
3 and associated Policies 1 through 6, which direct that all necessary improvements shall be
installed or funded, or bonded for prior to recordation of a final map for any subsequent subdivision
under the CSP.

As explained further below, the proposed project being evaluated in this Addendum reflects a refined
network of upgrades to existing water and sewer infrastructure proposed by the District (which is the
identified utility provider for the CSP area, as noted in the SNCSP Final EIR), which the District has
identified as necessary and/or appropriate to serve the existing and projected residential and
commercial growth to occur within the existing and anticipated service area for the District, located in
the unincorporated area of Santa Nella, in Merced County, California. The proposed upgrades
contemplate service for the planned Parkway and Arnaudo projects (both of which are specific
development projects that were previously approved by Merced County pursuant to the CSP), as well
as other existing and planned growth within the District’s service area. The proposed improvements
identified in the Water Master Plan and the Sewer Master Plan would be constructed within the CSP
boundary (referred to herein as the “improvement area”), with the exception of Well No. 2 and a
portion of its transmission pipeline, which are located outside the CSP boundary.

As discussed in the SNCSP Final EIR, at the time that CEQA document was prepared, not all of the land
within the SNCSP was within the jurisdictional boundaries of the District. However, since that time, the
Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) approved (subject to certain conditions) a request to
amend the District’s sphere of influence and annex these lands into the District’s service area.

2.1 - Location and Project Background

Santa Nella is an unincorporated community located in western Merced County, approximately 9 miles
northwest of Los Banos and 48 miles south of Tracy. The project site is bounded by the O’Neill Forebay
to the west, agricultural lands to the north and east, and the California Aqueduct to the south. The
regional location map is shown in Exhibit 1. The location of the improvements discussed in the WMP
and SMP are shown in Exhibit 2a and Exhibit 2b, respectively, on an aerial overlay.

Today, the area is characterized as transitional agricultural and foothill pasture land, the majority of
which is used now or historically for agriculture. Santa Nella, however, has long been recognized as
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an area of future growth in the Merced County General Plan. In 1978, a Specific Urban Development
Plan (SUDP) area was established for Santa Nella into which future growth was to be concentrated in
a way that balances projected population growth with employment-generating land uses and
ensures adequate provision of public services. Subsequently, in 1980 a Community Specific Plan
(CSP) was adopted for Santa Nella, envisioning a community of 4,500 residents concentrated around
O’Neill Forebay with highway commercial and light industrial uses providing employment for local
residents. Then in 2000, the CSP Area was expanded to encompass additional lands of 2,560 acres
to accommodate additional planned growth and a programmatic EIR (CSP EIR)? was prepared to
analyze the potential impacts of this expansion, including the consideration of 6,483 new dwelling
units, and over 5.5 million square feet of commercial and industrial uses. The 2030 General Plan as
well as the 2000 CSP contemplated that the District, as the identified service provider for the
unincorporated Santa Nella community, would maintain and expand its water and sewer systems in
order to meet the development needs of Merced County.

Consistent with the relevant provisions of the 2030 General Plan, the 2000 CSP Update, and the CSP
EIR, the District has prepared the SMP and the WMP (collectively, the “Master Plans”) for the
reasons set forth above. The SMP study area and the WMP study area, collectively, shall be referred
to herein as the Master Plan Study Area. As explained above and more fully therein, the Master
Plans identify the required infrastructure and improvement needs to serve the anticipated
development within the Master Plan Study Area (including lands within the planned Parkway and
Arnaudo developments as well as other existing and planned growth). While the infrastructure and
improvements were generally envisioned in the 2000 CSP and CSP EIR to support the planned
growth (including the Parkway and Arnaudo projects) described in the 2030 General Plan and the
2000 CSP, the specific scope and other details of the infrastructure and improvements have been
further defined in the Master Plans.

2.2 - Environmental Setting

2.2.1 - Existing Water System Description

As described more fully in the WMP, Exhibit 2a provides an overview of the existing and proposed
water system facilities. The District’s existing water system consists of surface water supply,
treatment, storage, groundwater supply, and distribution facilities. District facilities include: a raw
surface water treatment plant (SWTP) site where raw water is pumped from the San Luis
Canal/California Aqueduct, treated, and stored; a groundwater well site (Well No. 1); a distribution
center where well water is stored and blended with surface water prior to distribution to the system
via booster pumps, and a 4-inch diameter to 30-inch diameter transmission and distribution piping.

% The Santa Nella Community Specific Plan Recirculated Program Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 92032043) (May 5, 2000)
(and attached appendices) and the Santa Nella Community Specific Plan Final Recirculated Program Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 92032043) (February 1, 2001), collectively, constitute the CSP EIR for purposes of this Addendum.
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2.2.2 - Existing Sewer System Description

As described more fully in the SMP, wastewater generated by the District service area is collected
and conveyed to the existing wastewater treatment plant through a network of gravity sewer
pipelines, lift stations, and force mains. This chapter describes the existing sewer system facilities.
Exhibit 2b provides an overview of the existing and proposed sewer system facilities.

2.3 - Project Characteristics

2.3.1 - Proposed Project

As described in the Master Plan, the District’s objective in preparing and approving the Master Plans
is to evaluate the existing water supply, treatment, distribution and storage systems; and the existing
wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal facilities, and to utilize this information to identify
outstanding needs for improvements to ensure the District has adequate facilities to support future
planned growth consistent with the relevant goals and policies set forth in the 2030 General Plan
and the 2000 CSP.

Future demand projections were developed for buildout of the SMP study area, including several
known planned developments. Known planned developments include the Parkway development
(consisting of Parkway South and Parkway East) and the Arnaudo development. The planned Arnaudo
development consists of approximately 429 acres within the existing SUDP. The planned Parkway
development consists of approximately 209 acres within the existing SUDP, and 540 acres within the
CSPA. Recommendations for infrastructure improvements have been based on projected demands for
buildout of the SMP study area, herein referred to as “future development.” The improvements, which
would be installed within the “improvement area” (as shown in Exhibit 2a) would be constructed
within the Master Plan Study Area, with the exception of Well No. 2 and its transmission pipeline.

For purposes of this analysis, the proposed project consists of the installation of the required
infrastructure and improvements needed to serve the Master Plan Study Area as further described
in the Master Plans. The areas of disturbance required to complete the infrastructure improvements
are shown in Exhibit 3. The 10-year and 25-year planning horizons contemplated in the Master Plans
anticipate buildout of the Master Plan Study Area within those time frames, consistent with the
planned growth identified in the 2030 General Plan and the 2000 CSP. As described more fully in the
Master Plans, it is anticipated that the planned Parkway and Arnaudo developments would occur
during the 10-year horizon, with remaining buildout occurring within the 25-year horizon.

Specifically, the Master Plans identify the following project components that are analyzed in this
assessment in terms of potential environmental impacts.

¥ Asdescribed more fully in the Water Master Plan, Well No. 2 and its related transmission line is a separate improvement that has
been proposed by the Parkway developers for purposes of bringing an additional groundwater supply to the District, and is not
considered one of the District’s recommended capital improvement projects in the WMP.

FirstCarbon Solutions 13
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Water Master Plan

Recommended Capital Improvement Projects

The District has identified Capital Improvement Projects (CIPs) needed for the continued reliable
operation of water infrastructure to accommodate existing and future developments in the Master
Plan Study Area. As discussed more fully in the WMP, these CIPs address the age of facilities or lack
of reliability and redundancy of existing facilities, as well as the repair, replacement, and/or addition
of equipment and site infrastructure. The following CIPs would be constructed within the WMP
study area (including approximately 54 acres of land outside the CSP area located east of Interstate 5
(I-5), proposed to be annexed into the SUDP area, to accommodate the proposed Well No. 2 and
associated transmission line, as shown in Exhibit 2a). The following sections summarize
recommended CIPs that are analyzed as part of this analysis:

Well No. 1
Improvements to the existing Well Site No. 1 would:

« Install generator for backup power.
« Replace site fencing.

Surface Water Treatment Plant
Improvements to the existing SWTP and equipment would:

= Replace treatment filter media and tube settlers.

e Add new packaged treatment filter.

= Add structure building to cover/house treatment filter units.
« Replace effluent flow meter that is currently inoperable.

= Replace fencing around facility to improve site security.

» Replace hydropneumatic tank (SWTP building supply).

= Replace generator.

Transmission, Storage, and Distribution
The following summarizes the recommended transmission main CIPs:

» Replace approximately 1,100 linear feet of 30-inch-diameter, 3,196 linear feet of 24-inch-
diameter, and 6,915 linear feet of 10-inch-diameter transmission main pipeline.

The following summarizes the planned blending and distribution CIPs:

= Construction of Well No. 2 and site infrastructure, including provisions for back-up power, on
Henry Miller Avenue, east of Well No. 1.

e Construction of two interconnected 750,000-gallon tanks, with bypass capability to permit
maintenance and repair at blending/distribution site.

e Construction of approximately 4.6 miles of new 8-inch-diameter transmission pipeline from
Well No. 2 with a connection to the existing Well No. 1 transmission pipeline east of I-5.

14 FirstCarbon Solutions
Y:\Publications\Client (PN-JN)\5014\50140001\Addendum\50140001 Santa Nella Draft Addendum.docx



Santa Nella County Water District
Addendum to the Santa Nella Community Specific Plan
Final Recirculated Program EIR Project Description

« Replacement of 6-inch-diameter transmission pipeline from Well No. 1 with 8-inch-diameter
transmission pipeline crossing I-5.

e Construction of a new 10,000-gallon water storage tank for well pump control at blending/
distribution site.

< Construction of new booster pump station at blending/distribution site.

« Replacement of the hydropneumatic tank at blending/distribution site.

The following summarizes CIPs recommended to replace the District distribution system pipelines
and for the installation/replacement of water meters:

» Replace approximately 1,500 linear feet of existing 6-inch-diameter and 1,000 linear feet of
8-inch-diameter asphalt cement distribution pipelines serving existing commercial area east of
State Route 33 (SR-33), south of Henry Miller Road.

= Replace existing 6-inch-diameter asphalt-cement distribution pipelines serving existing
commercial area east of SR-33 and north of I-5.

= Mobile Home Park Water Distribution System Improvement Project: Replacement of existing
4-inch, 6-inch, and 8-inch-diameter asphalt-cement and galvanized steel distribution pipelines
approximately 12,100 linear feet of 4-inch-diameter distribution, 6,200 linear feet of 6-inch-
diameter pipeline, replacement of existing service laterals to residential and commercial
services, installation of remote-read water meters on new service laterals, and installation of
remote-read tower equipment and software.

= Upgrade existing residential and commercial manual read water meters to remote-read water
meters.

10-year Planning Horizon System Improvements

The following 10-year planning horizon improvements are recommended to serve future
development within the Master Plan Study Area, and are analyzed as part of this analysis:

» Construction of new 8-inch to 12-inch-diameter distribution piping.
< Construction of additional water storage totaling 1.4 million gallons (mg).
» Construction of booster pump station.

25-year Planning Horizon System Improvements

The following 25-year planning horizon improvements are recommended to serve future
development within the Master Plan Study Area, and are analyzed as part of this analysis:

= Construction of new 8-inch to 12-inch-diameter distribution piping.
e Construction of additional water storage totaling 2 mg.
= Construction of a booster pump station.
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Sewer Master Plan

Recommended Capital Improvement Projects

The District has identified CIPs needed for continued reliable operation of sewer infrastructure to
accommodate existing and future developments in the Master Plan Study Area. As discussed more
fully in the SMP, these CIPs address operational and/or maintenance issues caused by the age of
existing facilities or lack of reliability. The following CIPs would be constructed entirely within the
SMP study area (see Exhibit 2b). The following sections summarize recommended CIPs that are
analyzed as part of this analysis:

Lift Stations
The following CIPs are recommended to improve operation and reliability at each lift station:

< Northeast Lift Station Improvements—Install baskets and rails to prevent clogging of the
existing pumps to improve maintenance. Replace 30 linear feet of 8-inch gravity sewer
influent pipeline.

- Village Lift Station Improvements—Upgrade/Replace Village Lift Station to improve operation,
maintenance, and reliability. Install new backup generator. No capacity increase is needed as
the service area will not develop further.

= Mission Lift Station Improvements—Replace existing lift station with wet well configuration
and submersible pumps to improve operation, maintenance, and reliability. Install new
backup generator. The new lift station shall have space available to accommodate additional
pumps to accommodate future development flows.

= Replacement of Northeast Lift Station influent sewer pipe to correct negative slope.

Wastewater Treatment Plant

The District has completed recent upgrades to the existing wastewater treatment plant to increase
treatment and storage capacity, and improve the headworks facility. However, the District has a CIP
to make the following improvements:

« Installation of back-up generator for emergency power for aerators and headworks facilities.
= Construction of an equipment shop and laboratory with offices for District staff.

10-year Planning Horizon Recommended Improvements

The SMP has also developed other longer-term CIP recommendations. However, at the time of this
analysis, the details of the design of these future-recommended improvements have not yet been
determined, and thus, this analysis evaluates these CIPs to the extent information is available in the
SMP.

The following 10-year planning horizon improvements are recommended to serve future
development within the SMP study area, and are analyzed as part of this analysis:

« Upgrade Mission Lift Station capacity (1.7 million gallons per day [mgd] total capacity).
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« Upgrade Bayview Lift Station capacity (3.1 mgd total capacity).

» Upsizing of approximately 2,300 linear feet of existing 10-inch gravity sewer pipeline with a
16-inch pipeline.

» New sewer lift station (0.84 mgd) and approximately 10,000 linear feet of 8-inch-diameter
force main (Service Area 7).

« New sewer lift station (0.5 mgd) and approximately 3,500 linear feet of 8-inch-diameter force
main (Service Area 6).

« Construction of approximately 274,000 linear feet of 8-inch gravity pipeline (Service Area 8).

25-year Planning Horizon Recommended Improvements

The following 25-year planning horizon improvements are recommended to serve future
development within the SMP study area, and are analyzed as part of this analysis:

« Upgrade Mission Lift Station capacity (2.5 mgd total capacity).
» Upgrade Bayview Lift Station capacity (3.1 mgd total capacity).

« Upsizing of approximately 2,300 linear feet of existing 8-inch gravity sewer pipeline with an
18-inch pipeline.

= New sewer lift station (1.1 mgd) and approximately 10,000 linear feet of 8-inch-diameter force
main (Service Area 9).

= New sewer lift station (0.5 mgd) and approximately 3,500 linear feet of 8-inch-diameter force
main (Service Area 6).

Additional Well Improvements Analyzed in this Addendum

In addition to the above-described CIPs, Section 9.0 of the WMP generally addresses future water
sources and water management strategies. One such potential additional source (to be pursued by
the developer of the Parkway project) that, if permitted in accordance with applicable laws and
regulations and constructed, would augment the District’s groundwater supply is known as the
“Mid-Cal Property Well and related Transmission Main.” While this well and related transmission
main is not included in the CIPs in the WMP, for purposes of a conservative analysis, this CEQA
analysis evaluates the potential environmental impacts if such well and the related improvements
(consisting of approximately 1.5 miles of conveyance using 8-inch-diameter pipe to carry water to
the District blending facility) were installed. All proposed areas of disturbance required to complete
the infrastructure improvements are shown in Exhibit 3.

2.4 - Discretionary Approvals

The proposed project would not require any additional discretionary approvals from the County of
Merced.
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SECTION 3: CEQA CHECKLIST

The purpose of this checklist is to evaluate the categories in terms of any changed condition (e.g.,
changed circumstances, project changes, or new information of substantial importance) that may
result in a changed environmental result that could trigger additional environmental review (e.g., a
new significant impact or substantial increase in the severity of a previously identified significant
effect) (CEQA Guidelines § 15162).

The questions posed in the checklist come from Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines. A “no” answer
does not necessarily mean that there are no potential impacts relative to the environmental
category, but rather that there is no change in the condition or status of the impact since it was
analyzed and addressed with mitigation measures in the SNCSP Final EIR. These environmental
categories might be answered with a “no” in the checklist, since the proposed project does not
introduce changes that would result in a modification to the conclusion of the previously approved
CEQA document.

This addendum addresses the conclusions of the SNCSP Final EIR.

3.1 - Explanation of Checklist Evaluation Categories

(1)  Conclusion in SNCSP Final EIR and Related Documents

This column summarizes the conclusion of the SNCSP Final EIR relative to the environmental
issue listed under each topic.

(2) Do the Proposed Changes Involve New Impacts?

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15162, subd. (a)(1), this column indicates whether the
changes represented by the proposed project will result in new significant environmental
impacts not previously identified or mitigated by the SNCSP Final EIR or whether the
changes will result in a substantial increase in the severity of a previously identified
significant impact.

(3)  New Circumstances Involving New Impacts?

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15162, subd. (a)(2), this column indicates whether
there have been substantial changes with respect to the circumstances under which the
proposed project is undertaken that will require major revisions to the SNCSP Final EIR due
to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the
severity of previously identified significant effects.

(4)  New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification?

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15162, subd. (a)(3)(A-D), this column indicates whether
new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been
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()

known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the SNCSP Final EIR was
adopted, shows any of the following:

(A) The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous EIR or
negative declaration;

(B) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown in
the previous EIR;

(C) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be
feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project,
but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or

(D) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those
analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant effects
on the environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation
measure or alternative.

If the additional analysis completed as part of this addendum were to find that the
conclusions of the SNCSP Final EIR remain the same such that no new significant impacts are
identified, or identified impacts are not found to be substantially more severe, or additional
mitigation is not necessary, then the question would be answered “no” and no additional
environmental review would be required.

Mitigation Measures Implemented to Address Impacts

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15162, subd. (a)(3), this column indicates whether the
SNCSP Final EIR provided mitigation measures to address effects in the related impact
category. Any previously adopted mitigation measures that are relevant to the proposed
project will be identified. The addendum analyses will also address whether any proposed
revisions to previously adopted mitigation measures are recommended. These mitigation
measures will be implemented with the construction of the proposed project, as applicable
and as determined appropriate by the District, as the lead agency for purposes of the
implementation of the Master Plans. If “N/A” is indicated, the SNCSP Final EIR concluded
that the impact either would not occur or is not significant, and, therefore, no additional
mitigation measures are needed.

3.2 - Discussion and Mitigation Sections

1)

Discussion

A discussion of the elements of the checklist is provided under each environmental category
in order to clarify the answers. The discussion provides information about the particular
environmental issue (both with respect to the original SNCSP Final EIR and the proposed
project), how the proposed project relates to the issue, and the status of any mitigation that
may be required or that has already been implemented.
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(2)  Mitigation Measures

Applicable mitigation measures from the SNCSP Final EIR that apply to the proposed project
are listed under each environmental category. In some instances, mitigation language is
refined to reflect current best practices; however, no new mitigation measures beyond those
identified in the SNCSP Final EIR are necessary for purposes of addressing impacts of the
proposed project.

(3)  Conclusions

A discussion of the conclusion relating to the analysis is contained in each section.
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Environmental Issue
Area

I. Aesthetics
Would the project:

Have a substantial
adverse effect on a
scenic vista?

Substantially damage
scenic resources,
including, but not
limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and
historic buildings
within a state scenic
highway?

c) Substantially degrade
the existing visual
character or quality of
the site and its
surroundings?

Create a new source
of substantial light or
glare which would
adversely affect day
or nighttime views in
the area?

Conflict with any
applicable land use
plan, policy, or
regulation adopted
for the purpose of
avoiding or mitigating
an adverse visual
impact?

Discussion

New

Do the Proposed = Circumstances

Changes Involve | Involving New or = New Information
Conclusion in New or More More Severe Requiring New SNCSP Final

SNCSP Final | Severe Significant Significant Analysis or EIR Mitigation
EIR Impacts? Impacts? Verification? Measures

Less than No No No N/A
significant
Less than No No No N/A
significant
Less than No No No N/A
significant
Less than No No No N/A
significant
Less than No No No N/A
significant

Aesthetic impacts associated with the proposed project would be consistent with those identified in
the SNCSP Final EIR analysis, which identified one potential impact utilizing the above environmental
issue areas from Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines as thresholds of significance.
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a)-e) Summary of SNCSP Final EIR

The initial study prepared for the SNCSP identified the potential for light and glare impacts
associated with buildout of the Plan and concluded that implementation of Design
Guidelines would reduce potential impacts to less than significant.

Proposed Project Analysis and Conclusion

Implementation of the proposed project would primarily consist of improvements to existing
infrastructure systems and facilities. The proposed project would also include installation of
new transmission lines and a new well site. These improvements are primarily underground
and therefore would not result in any impacts to aesthetic resources. Therefore, the
proposed project would not introduce new significant environmental impacts or create more
severe significant environmental impacts than those analyzed in the SNCSP Final EIR. No
additional analysis is required.

Mitigation Measures

None.

Conclusion

There is no new information identifying significant new effects nor is there an increase in the
severity of previously identified significant effects related to aesthetics. Further, no new mitigation
measures or alternatives are required. Therefore, the proposed project does not change or alter any
of the findings of the SNCSP Final EIR and none of the conditions in CEQA Guidelines Section
15162(a) has occurred; accordingly no further environmental review is required.
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New
Do the Proposed = Circumstances
Changes Involve | Involving New or = New Information
Conclusion in New or More More Severe Requiring New SNCSP Final
Environmental Issue SNCSP Final | Severe Significant Significant Analysis or EIR Mitigation
Area EIR Impacts? Impacts? Verification? Measures

[I. Agricultural Resources
Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Less than No No No MM 4.8-1
Farmland, Unique significant
Farmland, or after
Farmland of mitigation
Statewide Importance
(Farmland), as shown
on the maps prepared
pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping
and Monitoring
Program of the
California Resources
Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing ' No impact No No No N/A
zoning for agricultural
use, or a Williamson
Act contract?

c) Involve other changes No impact No No No N/A
to the existing
environment which,
due to their location or
nature, could result in
conversion of farmland
to other non-
agricultural use?

Discussion

Agricultural resources impacts associated with the proposed project would be consistent with those
identified in the SNCSP Final EIR analysis, which identified one potential impact utilizing the above
environmental issue areas from Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines as thresholds of significance.
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a)-c) Summary of SNCSP Final EIR

The SNCSP Final EIR considered whether the SNCSP development would convert Prime
Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance to non-agricultural uses.
As described in the SNCSP Final EIR, buildout of the SNCSP would convert 350 acres of
productive farmland to non-agricultural uses. Implementation of Mitigation Measure (MM)
4.8-1, which requires the conveyance of a conservation easement that would permanently
protect agricultural lands of similar or better quality as that farmed on the project site,
would reduce the level of impact to less than significant.

Proposed Project Analysis and Conclusion

Implementation of the proposed project would primarily consist of improvements to existing
infrastructure systems and facilities. The proposed project would also include installation of
new transmission lines and a new well site. These improvements would occur within the
SUDP area that was analyzed in the SNCSP Final EIR. In addition, the proposed project must
comply with the requirements of MM 4.8-1 of the Final EIR, which would reduce potential
impacts to agricultural land to less than significant. Conservation easements for the
conversion of agricultural lands have been recorded as part of the implementation of
individual development projects that have occurred since 2000, and will continue to be
implemented as new development is approved. The proposed project would not introduce
new significant environmental impacts or create more severe significant environmental
impacts than those analyzed in the SNCSP Final EIR. No additional analysis is required.

Mitigation Measures

MM 4.8-1 The project sponsors shall convey to the County or its designated agent a
conservation easement that would permanently protect agricultural land of similar
or better quality as that farmed on the project site. These mitigation lands may be
located mutually agreed upon by the applicant and the County Planning and
Community Development Director.

Conclusion

There is no new information identifying significant new effects nor is there an increase in the
severity of previously identified significant effects related to agricultural resources. Further, no new
mitigation measures or alternatives are required. Therefore, the proposed project does not change
or alter any of the findings of the SNCSP Final EIR and none of the conditions in CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162(a) has occurred; accordingly no further environmental review is required.
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New
Do the Proposed | Circumstances

Environmental Issue
Area

[ll. Air Quality
Would the project:

a) Conflict with or
obstruct
implementation of
the applicable air
quality plan?

b) Violate any air quality
standard or
contribute
substantially to an
existing or projected
air quality violation?

c) Resultina
cumulatively
considerable net
increase of any criteria
pollutant for which the
project region is
nonattainment under
an applicable federal
or state ambient air
quality standard
(including releasing
emissions which
exceed quantitative
thresholds for ozone
precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive
receptors to
substantial pollutant
concentrations?

e) Create objectionable
odors affecting a
substantial number of
people?

Discussion

Changes Involve | Involving New or = New Information
Requiring New
Analysis or
Verification?

Conclusion in New or More
SNCSP Final | Severe Significant
EIR Impacts?

Significant No No
and
unavoidable

Significant No No
and
unavoidable

Significant No No
and
unavoidable

N/A No No

N/A No No

More Severe
Significant
Impacts?

No

No

No

No

No

SNCSP Final
EIR Mitigation

Measures

N/A

MM 4.3-1
MM 4.3-2
MM 4.3-3
MM 4.3-4

N/A

MM 4.3-1
MM 4.3-2
MM 4.3-3
MM 4.3-4

N/A

Air quality impacts associated with the proposed project would be consistent with those identified in
the SNCSP Final EIR analysis. The EIR identified three potential impacts utilizing the above
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environmental issue areas from Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines as thresholds of significance.
The SNCSP Final EIR air quality impact discussions collectively address the above environmental issue
areas as described below.

a—e)

Summary of SNCSP Final EIR

The SNCSP Final EIR determined that the impact from temporary construction emissions,
including stationary equipment and mobile construction equipment emissions, would be
significant. While implementation of MM 4.3-1, MM 4.3-2, and MM 4.3-3, which require
the use of properly maintain equipment, use of electric or diesel-powered vehicles in lieu of
gasoline-powered vehicles, and minimization of obstructions to vehicular traffic through the
use of a flag person, where needed to maintain safety, would reduce these impacts, the
SNCSP Final EIR concludes that the impact from temporary construction emissions would
remain potentially significant after mitigation.

The SNCSP Final EIR determined that the impact from temporary construction fugitive dust
emissions would be potentially significant. While implementation of MM 4.3-4, which
requires implementation of best practices as outlined in Regulation VIl of the San Joaquin
Valley Air Pollution Control District, would reduce this impact, the SNCSP Final EIR concludes
that the impact from temporary construction fugitive dust emissions would remain
potentially significant after mitigation.

The SNCSP Final EIR determined that long-term regional impacts due to emissions
attributable to the change in land use would be significant. No mitigation beyond the
implementation of the goals and policies of the CSP is identified, and the SNCSP Final EIR
concluded that impacts would remain significant and unavoidable after mitigation.

Proposed Project Analysis and Conclusion

All mitigation from the SNCSP Final EIR remain applicable to the proposed project. The District
cannot at this time identify the detailed construction activities for pipeline replacement, or
required stationary source information, including capacity, number of equipment, and
operation hours. Therefore, the specific quantified volume of emissions cannot be calculated.
It is assumed that, consistent with the conclusions of the SNCSP Final EIR, potential impacts
would remain significant and unavoidable after implementation of MM 4.3-1 through MM 4.3-
4. The proposed project would not introduce new significant environmental impacts or create
more severe significant environmental impacts than those analyzed in the SNCSP Final EIR. No
additional analysis is required, although the text of the mitigation measures is refined to
reflect current best practices and guidance from the SIVAPCD.

Mitigation Measures

Air quality mitigation measures from the SNCSP Final EIR applicable to the proposed project are
listed below:
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MM 4.3-1

MM 4.3-2

MM 4.3-3

MM 4.3-4

(text is refined to reflect current SIVAPCD best practices)

During construction, all equipment shall be maintained in good operating condition
so as to reduce emissions. The construction contractor shall ensure that all
construction equipment is being properly serviced and maintained in accordance
with the manufacturer’s specification. Maintenance records compliant with
SIVAPCD Rule 9510 shall be available at the construction site for City verification and
submitted to the District within 30 days of completing construction for each project
phase. Construction equipment records shall comply and include all required
information (e.g., total hours per equipment type, equipment model year and
horsepower) detailed in SIVAPCD’s Detailed Fleet Template (SJVAPCD 2009b).

The following measures shall be applied to all WMP and SMP infrastructure and
improvements during construction:

< Adhere to the provisions of SIVAPCD Rule 4601

» Use paints with a volatile organic compound (VOC) that average 65 grams per liter
for both interior and exterior coatings.

» Keep lids closed on all paint containers when not in use to prevent VOC emissions
and excessive odors.

= Use compliant low VOC cleaning solvents to clean paint application equipment.

« Keep all paint and solvent laden rags in sealed containers to prevent VOC
emissions.

Electric or diesel-powered equipment shall be utilized in lieu of gasoline-powered
engines where possible.

Construction activities shall minimize obstruction of through traffic lanes adjacent to
the site and, if necessary, a flagperson shall be retained to maintain safety adjacent
to existing roadways.

(text is refined to reflect current SIVAPCD best practices)

The owner/operator shall sufficiently implement at least one of the control
measures listed below to limit visible dust emissions (VDE) to 20 percent opacity or
to comply with the conditions for a stabilized surface as defined in Rule 8011. The
opacity limit may be achieved through implementation of any combination of the
following control measures to the extent needed:

On-Site Transporting of Bulk Materials

« Limit vehicular speed while traveling on the work site sufficient to limit VDE to 20
percent opacity; or

 Load all haul trucks such that the freeboard is not less than 6 inches when
material is transported across any paved public access road; or
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b)

c)

Conclusion in
Environmental Issue SNCSP Final
Area EIR
Biological Resources
Would the project:
Have a substantial Less than

adverse effect, either | significant
directly or through with
habitat modifications, 'mitigation
on any species

identified as a

candidate, sensitive,

or special status

species in local or

regional plans,

policies, or

regulations, or by the

California Department

of Fish and Game or

U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service?

Have a substantial No impact
adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or
other sensitive
natural community
identified in local or
regional plans,
policies, regulations
or by the California
Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service?

Have a substantial Less than
adverse effect on significant
federally protected | with
wetlands as defined | mitigation
by Section 404 of the

Clean Water Act

(including, but not

limited to, marsh,

vernal pool, coastal,

etc.) through direct

removal, filling,

hydrological

interruption, or other

means?

New

Do the Proposed = Circumstances
Changes Involve | Involving New or = New Information

New or More More Severe Requiring New SNCSP Final
Severe Significant Significant Analysis or EIR Mitigation

Impacts? Impacts? Verification? Measures

No No No MM 4.10-1
through MM
4.10-7, MM
4.10-14
through MM
4.10-16, and
MM 4.10-18
through MM
4.10-20

No No No N/A

No No No MM 4.10-8
through MM
4.10-13
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Environmental Issue
Area

Interfere
substantially with the
movement of any
native resident or
migratory fish or
wildlife species or
with established
native resident or
migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede
the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?

Conflict with any local
policies or ordinances
protecting biological
resources, such as a
tree preservation
policy or ordinance?

Conflict with the
provisions of an
adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan,
Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or
other approved local,
regional, or state
habitat conservation
plan?

Discussion

a)

New
Circumstances
Involving New or
More Severe
Significant
Impacts?

No

Do the Proposed
Changes Involve
New or More
Severe Significant
Impacts?

No

New Information
Requiring New
Analysis or
Verification?

No

SNCSP Final
EIR Mitigation
Measures

N/A

Conclusion in
SNCSP Final
EIR

No impact

No impact No No No N/A

No impact No No No N/A

Summary of SNCSP Final EIR

The SNCSP Final EIR identified plant and animal species of concern with the potential to occur

on site.

In regards to plant species, the potential presence of delta wooly marbles (Psilocarphus
brevissimus var. Multiflorus) and the forked fiddleneck (Amsinckia varnicosa), which were
identified in the SNCSP Final EIR, are related to vernal pool habitat and valley grasslands,
respectively. The SNCSP Final EIR concluded that impacts to vernal pool habitat would result in
potentially significant impacts and MM 4.10-10 and MM 4.10-11 would reduce potential

FirstCarbon Solutions
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b)

impacts to less than significant. The SNCSP Final EIR concluded that potential impacts to
forked fiddleneck would be less than significant and no mitigation would be required.

In regards to animal species, the SNCSP Final EIR identified potential impacts to kit fox (Vulpes
macrotis mutica), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia),
and nesting raptors. The SNCSP included MM 4.10-1 through MM 4.10-7, MM 4.10-12 through
MM 4.10-21, the implementation of which would ensure that impacts from development upon
special status species or their habitats would be reduced to less than significant.

Proposed Project Analysis and Conclusion

In November 2017, FCS biologists conducted an updated database search for potential plant
and animal species and conducted a field survey of all proposed disturbance areas shown in
Exhibit 3.

In regards to plant species, the survey confirmed that the proposed project would not result in
any potential impacts to vernal pools and thus MM 4.10-10 and MM 4.10-11, related to
protection for the delta wooly marbles, would not be applicable to the proposed project. No
other plant species were found to be potentially present in the improvement area and thus, no
further analysis or mitigation is required.

In regards to animal species, the proposed project could potential affect special status animal
species and/or their habitat, as analyzed in the SNCSP Final EIR.

Implementation of MM 4.10-1 through MM 4.10-9, and MM 4.10-14 through MM 4.10-21, as
would reduce impacts to less than significant. No additional analysis is required.

Summary of SNCSP Final EIR

The SNCSP Final EIR did not identify the presence of any riparian habitat or other sensitive
natural community. No mitigation measures were listed and no impacts were expected from
project development.

Proposed Project Analysis and Conclusion

The Biological Resources Assessment (BRA) concluded that no new impacts to riparian habitat
or other sensitive natural communities are expected due to project development. Therefore,
the proposed project would not introduce new significant environmental impacts or create
more severe environmental impacts than those analyzed in the SNCSP Final EIR. No additional
analysis is required.

Summary of SNCSP Final EIR

The SNCSP Final EIR lists the project site as containing emergent wetland and vernal pool
habitat. As such, the proposed project requires MM 4.10-8 and MM 4.10-9 to reduce impacts
to less than significant levels.
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d)

e)

f)

Proposed Project Analysis and Conclusion

The BRA concluded that areas of potential jurisdiction could occur in association with man-
made features that convey water. A wetland determination must be conducted to determine if
these potential jurisdictional areas that would be affected meet the necessary criteria to be
considered jurisdictional and is only required if these features would be filled or otherwise
adversely affected. Assuch, MM 4.10-8 and MM 4.10-9 remain applicable and would reduce
any potential impacts to less than significant levels. The text of these mitigation measures is
refined as shown below to reflect current best practices for the protection of wetlands.

Summary of SNCSP Final EIR

The SNCSP Final EIR does not identify the interferences of any native resident or migratory fish
or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede
the use of native wildlife nursery sites. As such, no impacts are expected and no additional
mitigation measures or analysis is required.

Proposed Project Analysis and Conclusion

The BRA concluded that no new impacts to native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species
or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites would occur with implementation of the proposed project. Therefore, the
proposed project would not introduce new significant environmental impacts or create more
severe environmental impacts than those analyzed in the SNCSP Final EIR. No additional
analysis is required.

Summary of SNCSP Final EIR

The SNCSP Final EIR does not identify any local tree ordinances or preservation measures that
need to be followed during the construction of the proposed project. As such, no impacts are
expected and no additional mit